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The Village Voice
This is our school, Let peace dwell here
Fill all the rooms with happiness.
As many hands do make a house,
So many hearts do make our school.

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, 4/27

Mentorship Evening, 5-8pm

Friday, 4/29

5th Grade Science Fair, 8:4510:30am
2nd Grade Play, 6:30pm

Saturday, 4/30
Monday, 5/2

Paint-prep work party at new
school, 9am-2pm
Walk & Bike to School Day!
Building Development
Commi ee Mee ng, 5:30pm

Tuesday, 5/3

1st Grade Play, 6pm

Tuesday, 5/3-5/4

5th Grade at Greek Games

Thursday, 5/5

1st/2nd Grade Field Trip
May Day Fes val, 1:15-2:45pm

Friday, 5/6

NO SCHOOL

From the Principal’s Desk
April 22nd, 2016
Our students planted a tree in honor of the earth and
to take a unified first step to care for the new school
and our natural world. Each student wrote a wish for
the future and they were placed next to the tree ball
during the ceremony. Earth Day is every day at The
Village School.
One student wrote, “I hope my children get to play on
the tree when and if they go to The Village School.”

A confluence of values was on display. Children’s
dreams for a natural environment which will provide
them with beauty, health, and adventure along with
the ac ons by volunteers and staﬀ to create a safe
and beau ful place where children want to be. For
not only did we celebrate our earth, it was a day for
all families to prac ce the care needed to drop oﬀ
their children at the new school - each member of
our school community contributed to keeping our
children safe and to create a beau ful school.

May Day Celebration 2016
Spring is finally here! May is just around the corner and
with it, our Annual Village School MAY DAY Celebra on.
Families are invited to a end on Thursday, May 5th
from 1:15 to 2:30pm. All students from Grades 1 through
8 will be performing/helping in our Celebra on of Spring,
performances of music, song and dance, and winding
and weaving the colors of the rainbow around our May
Pole. Other fes vi es include making flower garlands,
face pain ng, enjoying fresh fruit snacks, plus an assortment of fun games!
During the few days leading up to our May Day celebraon, several classes will be making May Baskets to deliver to houses around the neighborhood. Please check
in with your child’s teacher to see how you can help with
this project.
On the morning of our celebra on – Thursday, May 5th–

Another wrote, “I hope this tree grows strong and
we will need LOTS of fresh flowers – for decora ng the
healthy and I hope we get more movement (PE). May May Pole, making flower garlands and filling May Baskets
as we are no longer receiving flower dona ons from
this tree have many adventures.”
A third child wrote, “I hope the courtyard has living
flowers and trees and bushes and bees. Maybe we
could get a fountain.”
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Trader Joe’s. Please share the beauty of your gardens
with the school! We would also appreciate any dona ons
of fresh fruit to share with the children at the Celebraon. Please bring flowers, greenery and fresh fruit to
the oﬃce at the beginning of the school day on May
5th!
2855 Lincoln Street • Tel: 541-345-7285 • Fax: 541-242-6874
email: village@4j.lane.edu web: eugenevillageschool.org

Walk & Bike to school Day
Monday, May 2nd
Monday, May 2nd kicks oﬀ Walk &
Bike to School Month. Plan ahead
to walk/bike/skate to school! On
Monday morning, the Eugene
Emeralds Sluggo will be walking
with students from Friendly Park,
leaving at 8am!
Students who walk/bike/skate to
school can enter a raﬄe for prizes,
purchased through funds generously donated by Point2Point
Solu ons. All students will also be oﬀered healthy
treats as they arrive. So arrive a few minutes early!
During the month of May, each class will tally the
number of students that walk/bike to school. The
class with the highest percentage of par cipa on will
win a bike blender party!

7th & 8th Grade Track Meet
(See pg 5 for more photos)
The 7th and 8th graders par cipated in the annual
spring track meet for the 15th consecu ve year at
SEHS track last Friday with Madrone Trail and Eugene Waldorf Schools. It was a perfect day for a track
meet, cool and dry and Bri en Kimbell and Tim Tabor
(with parent volunteer help) led the kids through
many track and field events.
Among the highlights, Issac Vandagri winning the
100m dash with one shoe (you had to see it to believe it, his shoe flew oﬀ in the first ten meters and he
ran the rest of the race and won, with one shoe. Legends are made from such events!) Kiarha Sco -Gallo
racing stride for stride with Samira Lamont, Samira
and Madysen Utz also running stride for stride.
Harper Neubeck running with an ease and power
that screamed "this kid is a natural on the track".
Five minute mile, just over a minute 400m me...just
beau ful watching Harper run. The relay races at the
end of the day were also really fun to watch. I appreciate the eﬀort and sportsmanship of all VS students
who par cipated. Thanks to Bri en and Tim for all
their hard work. -AT
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Parent & Family
Partnership Survey
Each year, 4j has the parents at Title I schools fill
this out. It is quick and simple, taking about two
minutes to complete. Please take a few minutes
between now and Friday, April 22 to complete.
The survey is online at www.surveymonkey.com/
r/4Jparentpartnership2016_English
If you would prefer to complete the survey on paper,
you can pick up a copy in the school oﬃce. Thanks for
your help with the survey!!

Nextstep E-Waste Round-up
Today through Friday April
29th, The Village School is
hos ng an E-Waste (electronics waste) Drop oﬀ
for Next Step Recycling.
We invite you to bring all
your old electronics that
you are not using and put
them in one of the bins.
Anything from cell phones
to video games, we will
take it! (No refrigerators or Freezers). This is a contest that the 4th grade has entered to try to win a
recycled robot for our school! (sadly the robot does
not work). Hope you can donate to help our planet!

Going Green at the Village
The 5th Grade Students
performed a waste audit with
the help of Bre Jacobs and
Jo Rodgers. We will conduct
a second waste audit at the
end of May to see if we can
successfully reduce our waste
and energy consump on. If
we succeed, the students will
receive a swim party! The
1st/2nd Grade classes will go
to McDowell Creek Falls and
the 3rd-8th Grades will go to
Amazon Pool.
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New School News!

4/22/16

Mock Drop Oﬀ - What We Learned
Thank you to the en re Village School community for pulling together for our prac ce drop-oﬀ at the school’s new
site! The experiment was a great success, as it allowed us to answer some important ques ons we have had while
planning the site, examine safety issues involved with bringing kids to school ,and see how the children used the
new school and the grounds.
Most of what we learned came from watching the traﬃc & people flow around and into the site. Here are some of
the lessons:
-It appears that there is plenty of capacity on the surrounding streets to handle our need for parking and walking
the younger kids to class.
-The area around the 35th Ave. entrance to the school mostly had Village School traﬃc. We are working with the
City to have a crosswalk painted on Donald near 35th to facilitate safe crossing.
-The steps leading down to the school on 35th Ave. need be er visibility. To this end, we will create a “no parking”
zone on 35th near the stairs, as part of crea ng a safer, be er seen and more welcoming entryway for pedestrians.
The grounds commi ee and transporta on commi ee will work on crea ng some paths with gravel or wood chips,
to make it clear where people should go, and provide a safer walking surface.
-We may want to designate a “drop-oﬀ only” area on 35th, exclusively for middle school student drop-oﬀs.
-Donald St. was quite busy and had a lot of vehicle traﬃc traveling above the posted speed limit (25 MPH). A crosswalk and crossing guard will be needed at Donald near 35th. We are working with the City to have a crosswalk
painted before school starts. We have also requested “School Zone” signs.
-There may be some need to manage traﬃc at the Donald and 35th intersec on — or that may resolve itself with
familiarity.
-We are working with the City to have a crosswalk with a light installed on Willame e St. around 34th Alley. Currently, crossing Willame e at any place other than a marked crossing is clearly very dangerous. Families will connue to be encouraged to cross Willame e at the light at Crest.
-We will con nue to educate parents that there will be no entering of the school site in a vehicle. For those driving,
parking near the “front” of the school (on 35th Ave.) will be preferred.
-The 35th & Willame e intersec on was much less of a problem than feared. People were able to turn oﬀ of and on
to Willame e with li le diﬃculty, although there is s ll a need to educate families about the dangers of that corner.
-33rd Ave., near the Post Oﬃce and fire sta on, turned out to be the most challenging area of the en re drop-oﬀ.
Many non-Village School cars turn onto the street from all direc ons, so traﬃc is heavy. Parking is limited due to
the fire sta on and many driveways. Even with a crossing guard at the corner, many kids crossed 33rd mid-street
from behind parked cars. With two highly visible crossing helpers at Willame e, many people (including the crossing
guard) s ll felt unsafe.
-A crossing guard will be posted at 33rd and Willame e next year, and we will discuss with the City having a crosswalk installed across 33rd near Willame e.
-City of Eugene traﬃc staﬀ were present and impressed with our planning. It helped them to see the problem spots
first-hand, and they acknowledged our need for traﬃc safety improvements around the school. We submi ed a request to the City for these traﬃc safety improvements early this year, and we are working with the City on me lines
for improvements to happen, hopefully before the next school year begins.
-The kids seemed excited about the new spaces, especially with the lovely weather!
We would love to hear from parents about how the drop-oﬀ went for you! Both drivers and bikers/walkers are
encouraged to share informa on, concerns, and thoughts. Please email Holly McRae at holly@eugenevillageschool.
org.

Upcoming Meetings

Saturday, 4/30 Paint-prep work party, 9am-2pm
Monday, 5/2 Building Development Commi ee
Mee ng, 5:30-7pm
Monday, 5/9 Library Commi ee Mee ng, 3:30, new
school
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Paint Prep
Work Party
Saturday, 4/30
9am-2pm
Bring your 8 foot ladders and cordless drills.
For ques ons, email: trail_digger@yahoo.com
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Weathergrams
At the end of their crea ve wri ng block, the 7th Grade students created their own original Weathergrams and hung
them amongst the trees of Friendly Park. The weathergram is indigenous to the Pacific Northwest and was created by
Lloyd Reynolds at Reed College in the 1970's. They will decompose naturally over me. Check them out if you're out an
about in our neighborhood park!

Earth Week Celebration - at our new school!
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Upper Grade Track Meet 2016
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5th Grade Play
The Orgins of winter and other Greek Stories
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Village Classified
South Eugene Rowing Club is hos ng summer
camps! Discover the joys of rowing in a fun,
team environment and enjoy summer mornings at Dexter Lake. Open to everyone entering 8th-12th grades; no pervious experience
necessary. A end one or both sessions, July
25-29 or August 1-5, 8 am-noon. Transportaon to the lake is provided to and from South
Eugene High School. For more informa on
and online registra on please see:
SouthEugeneRowingClub.org
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