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The Village Voice
This is our school, Let peace dwell here
Fill all the rooms with happiness.
As many hands do make a house,
So many hearts do make our school.

Upcoming Events
Sunday, 12/6

16 Tons Kitchen Fundraiser

Monday, 12/7

BDC Mee ng 5:30-7:30pm

Wednesday, 12/9

Transporta on Commi ee Mtg
4:30 at 16 Tons near MOC
Parent Council Mee ng
6:30 PM

Thursday, 12/10

8th Grade Fundraiser 8-8:30am
& 2:45-3:30 pm
6th Grade Play 10:15am &
6pm
Grounds Commi ee Mtg.
6:30pm at Market of Choice

Friday, 12/11

8th Grade Fundraiser 8-8:30 am
& 2:45-3:30 pm
4th Grade Field Trip

From the Principal’s Desk
December 4th, 2015
Holiday Gree ngs! The Winter Concert was fabulous
last night with great student instrumental and vocal
performances, good cheer and humor all around, a
deligh ul beginning to our Holiday Season. I would
also like to thank Holly McRae, our Volunteer & Communica ons Coordinator for her behind-the-scenes
eﬀorts that helped the event run smootlhly and without a hitch. (look for photos on page 5).
Both Andy and I love our jackets, created by the 4th
and 5th grade classes. A big “congratula ons” goes
out to all the classes who worked so hard to earn over
$9000 for the Community Service Walk-A-Thon! Eight
local environmental organiza ons, our kitchen and
garden will all benefit from your eﬀorts!
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Last night we kicked-oﬀ the Annual Giving Campaign.
This is the one me of the year that we ask all families
to donate what they can. This year, funds raised will
be used to prepare our specialty classrooms with the
following: risers for choir & guitar equipment, new
furniture for the Spanish class, new tables, ligh ng
and storage for handwork, and improvements to the
gym and climbing equipment.
I simply cannot express how important it is that we
reach 100% par cipa on - meaning every family
donates to the campaign. When opportuni es arise
for founda on or corporate funding, one of the first
ques ons we are asked is how much support we receive from the families who benefit directly from their
involvement with The Village School. Being able to say
that 100% of our families support the Annual Giving
Campaign improves our success in obtaining grants.
Your gi will help us receive assistance from private
founda ons and other sources outside the immediate
Village School families. Our goal is $15,000 – and WE
CAN DO IT! You can donate online at happyvillage.
org, or simply drop your dona on oﬀ in the oﬃce.
Our new school site is oﬃcially ours! Congratula ons
to the site commi ee and board on the successful
naviga on over the last few years to owning our own
property! Thanks also to staﬀ who have sacraficed so
much to save money for the purchase. Learn more
about what is happening with the new site and upcoming mee ngs on the New School News update on
pg.4.
16 Tons next to Market of Choice has generously offered to host fundraisers to help our school raise the
$120,000 needed to renovate the kitchen at our new
school. Swing by any me during the day, and they
will donate 25% to our school. Make sure to bring the
flier (in this newsle er) with you or present it on your
mobile device.
We are looking forward to the 6th Grade Play this
coming week, with a morning performance for students and a 6pm performance for families.
There is only one week le of school before the
winter break. There are many students out sick, so
please do what you can to encourage frequent handwashing, covering of coughs, and keeping children
home when they are unwell. Thank-you!
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Holiday Sale
Donations Request
The 8th grade class is looking for gently used holiday items for their fundraising eﬀorts. If you have anything to
donate, please place in the bin marked
“8th Grade Dona ons” under the mailboxes. Also please consider dona ng
cra holiday items for the sale, even
if you would just like to donate part of
the proceeds. Contact Jennie at jdillon71@gmail.com with ques ons.

Transportation Committee
Meeting (for new school)
ALL PARENTS and STAFF ARE
INVITED!! We are having a meeting next Wednesday, December
9th at 4:30 p.m. at 16 Tons Cafe
(near Market of Choice) to discuss
crea ng our Transporta on Ac on
Plan with Safe Routes to School
representa ve, Shane MacRhodes.
We've been asked to brainstorm
about the "Six "E"'s:
Educa on, Encouragement, Engineering, Enforcement, Evalua on, & Equity

From the Kitchen
Thanks to cornbread cafe

What can we do, as a school, to make walking, biking, and rolling the best way to get to the new Village
School site? All are welcome, and we appreciate your
input.
If folks can't make the mee ng, but have ideas, they
can always email me directly: eiva.beth@gmail.com

This Monday we made Chili and Cornbread for
lunch. The local restaurant Cornbread Cafe donated
the cornbread muﬃn mix to our kitchen. It's vegan,
gluten free and delicious! The children were excited
about the muﬃns. Toñas chili was so yummy and
just perfect for the cold day.
THANK YOU CORNBREAD CAFE!
Thank you, Toña!

The Village School Texts,
Tweets, and is on Facebook
Sign up to get text messages from the Village School
in addi on to email and phone by tex ng the word
“join” to 56360. You can also follow us on Twi er (@
EugeneVillage) and Facebook (www.facebook.com/
eugenevillageschool or search for The VillageSchool).
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Holiday Wreath Sale
8th Grade Fundraiser
If you forgot to order a wreath, there are 20 extras
that will be sold before and a er school on Monday
12/7 - First Come First Serve! $20

Shop Locally or Online and
Raise Funds for Village School

We encourage everyone to use eScrip, Capella Scrip, and
Unique Eugene Scrip. These programs help local vendors
and bring fundraising dollars to our school. You can also
donate online when you use Amazon.com.

Go to www.eugenevillageschool.org and click “Shop for
Village School” on the le . Links will appear for Click
and shop from this link, and the Village School earns as
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For Childhood’s Sake
A forum for exploring the impacts of
technology on childhood
When our daughter was in preschool we introduced
her to her first videos. While we appreciated the role
videos could play in keeping her occupied and entertained at mes when we wanted to be free to focus
elsewhere, we weren’t prepared for the great hunger
that she quickly developed for them. Immediately we
were barraged with daily requests to watch videos.
We quickly realized that we had opened a Pandora’s
Box. For a few weeks we engaged with our daughter
in a new unpleasant dance, which involved a lot of
begging on her part and a lot of “no” on ours. Our
eﬀort to find a way out of this unpleasant dynamic
inspired the crea on of the “fun- me basket.” Into a
basket we placed a dozen or so li le cards, on which
I had drawn various pictures to symbolize diﬀerent ac vi es: dancing, playing music, pain ng, play
dough, baking… also included was a card for videowatching. Instead of saying “no” when she asked if
she could watch a video, we would redirect her to the
fun- me basket, from which she would draw a card,
and then partake in the ac vity represented on the
card. Once a card was drawn it was placed under the
basket, where it remained un l all the cards had been
played, and then they all went back into the basket to
start over again. I admit that there were mes when
I didn’t really feel like par cipa ng in an ac vity she
had drawn, such as ge ng out the instrument box
and making “music” with my preschooler, but the joy
she expressed made it worth it (and a erwards that
card went to the bo om for a while:)). The fun- me
basket was a big hit with our daughter. From a parent perspec ve, it was a great success: it restored
some harmony in the family, promoted a greater
variety of crea ve play, and succeeded at breaking
the video deadlock.
We invite you to share your musings/ideas/prac ces
on the topic of childhood, family, and media. E-mail
JaneHappy@aol.com or drop it in the Happy family
box, and let us know whether or not you want your
thoughts to be included in future VV issues.

Kitchen Fundraiser
This SUNDAY!
Support the fundraising eﬀorts to build the kitchen
in our new school, enjoy food/drinks, and spend
me with friends and family at 16 Tons located next
to Market of Choice. They will donate 25% of the
proceeds to the Village School! See you there!

Seeking donations for
Recess equipment
We are looking for the following items for our students to use at recess. If you have dona ons, please
bring them to the oﬃce. Thanks!

Please send Village Voice
submissions to Holly at
village@4j.lane.edu by
Wednesdays at 12:00 PM.
Thank you!
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-Rubber Gym Balls
-Basketballs
-Footballs
-Frisbees
-Airpumps
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New School News!
We now oﬃcially OWN the new building!....so it is
me to roll up our sleeves and get started making it
the school we all dreamed of!
If you are interested in joining one of the sub-commi ees, email Holly at holly@eugenevillageschool.
org and ask to be added to the group.

Sub-Committee Reports
Buildings (interior & exterior) Sub-commi ee:
Commi ee members have been going through the
classrooms assesing their condi on. Once this is
complete, teachers will walk through with committee members to agree on the work to be completed.
When this task is completed in January, work par es
can be scheduled.

12/04/15

Moving Sub-commi ee:
Long before we move the school, we need to sort
through all the things we’ve collected over the years.
If anyone is interested in helping with small organizing projects at the current site, please contact the
oﬃce.
Grounds Planning Subcommi ee:
The Grounds commi ee will be mee ng on 12/9 to
set priori es, narrow down the arrangement of the
outdoor spaces and their func ons.
What could we do with this slope?

Fundraising Sub-commi ee:
The Annual Giving Campaign kicked oﬀ at the Winter
Concert with a new approach this year. We oﬀered
the ability to donate during the event or to make a
pledge that you will donate in the month of January with the goal of having 100% par cipa on. Our
expecta on is that with a shorter and more focused
annual giving campaign, we can raise $15,000 by the
first of February. Please turn in your dona ons or
your pledge forms to the oﬃce if you didn’t have the
chance to turn them in during the event.
Kitchen Sub-commi ee:
The project team has finalized the kitchen plan. Es mates for equipment have come in at $50,000. The
next steps involve looking at costs for installa on,
plumbing, electrical, wall modifica ons and finishes.
The kitchen has a GoFundMe campaign. Share with
others to help faise the $120,000 needed build our
kitchen. gofund.me/villagekitchen
Transporta on Sub-commi ee:
With the help of Safe Routes to Schools, we have a
dra Transporta on Plan. The group will be mee ng
on 12/9 to discuss “Six “E”’s: Educa on, Encouragement, Engineering, Enforcement, Evalua on, & Equity
If you can’t make the mee ng, but have ideas, they
can always email me directly: eiva.beth@gmail.com.

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Monday, 12/7

Building Development
Commi ee Mee ng
5:30-7:30pm

Wednesday, 12/9
Mtg

Transporta on Commi ee

Thursday, 12/10

4:30 at 16 Tons near MOC
Grounds Commi ee Mtg.
6:30pm at Market of Choice

Children are welcome, but childcare is not provided.
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Winter Concert 2015
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Thanks to all who donated t shirts for
our middle school fence weaving project.
On Wednesday we took our completed
circular yarn weavings out into the cold
sunshine, a ached them to the chain
link, and wove a collec on of bizarre and
wonderful eye designs.

Third Grade Author’s A ernoon
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Village Classifieds
Healthy Bees =
Healthy Gardens
Upcoming Events
Honey tasting, pollinator crafts, and
honey for sale (11am-2pm) at the Holiday
Farmer’s Market – Performance Hall –
Lane County Fairgrounds – Sundays 12/6,
12/13, 12,20 (11am-5Pm)

 

 





 !"#$##%&# '
&%#( %'%$) (" #*'
 +,-#.)#+% +# +#%###.
## /%01./2 % %#) # #  +
 % # ' /

Holiday Bazaar – River road/Emerald Park
– 1400 Lake Drive, Eugene – Saturday
12/5/ (9am-3pm). Honey tasting, pollinator crafts, and local award winning honey
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